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SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES 
IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 



BY GEORGIA L. CHAMBERLIN 



The study for this final month in the Gospel of John is peculiarly important. 
It should cover, not only the events chronicled in the chapters which it includes, 
but a general survey of the course which will lead the class to see the problem with 
which the followers of Jesus grappled in the first century, the loyal faith with which 
these Christians not only cherished the memory of Jesus, but felt his presence 
among them — the presence of the Comforter. They should realize how with 
the passing of time the hold of Jesus upon his followers old and new increased 
rather than diminished. They should formulate for themselves reasons for this 
fact and for the further phenomenon that persecution only served to intrench the 
faith of the Christians more strongly, as clearly shown in the production, at so 
late a date, of the Gospel which, more idealistically than any other, pictures faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

The preparation of programs which will produce the result desired is difficult, 
and the themes must be varied according to the needs of the group, an effort 
being made to emphasize those things which have not yet sufficiently impressed 
the class. Tentative programs, however, are as follows: 

FIRST MEETING 

i. Relations of the Roman government and the Jewish leaders as to crime 
and punishment in Jewish territory (Leader). 

2. Jesus the Master of his destiny — the story of his arrest, trial, and con- 
demnation as given in this Gospel. 

3. The death and burial of Jesus as viewed by the writer of this Gospel. 

4. The representation of the friends of Jesus throughout the Gospel. 
Discussion: As the years of the first century passed, the ideal of Jesus became 

more and more inspiring and beautiful, as this Gospel witnesses. Why was this so ? 

SECOND MEETING 

i. The resurrection stories as given by the Gospel of John. 

2. The story in chap. 21 and the possible significance of its addition to this 
Gospel. 

3. Discussion by all members of the group of questions raised by the author 
of the course under the twenty-sixth day. 

4. Personal comments upon the closing statement of the thirtieth day. 
Discussion: What have I gained from the study of John's Gospel ? 

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW 

1. What important episode in the story of the arrest of Jesus does the Gospel 
of John omit ? 

2. How does it differ from other Gospels in its representation of the attitude 
of the disciples ? 
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3. Name some ways in which the impression of Jesus' mastery of the situation 
during his trial is given. 

4. Mention the successive steps of Jesus' trial as related in this Gospel. 

5. What omissions in the account do you find as compared with the Synoptic 
Gospels ? 

6. Why did not the Jews kill Jesus at once, without trial before a Roman 
official ? 

7. Why was the manner of death of Jesus crucifixion ? 

8. Why did not the Jews themselves take Jesus into Pilate's judgment hall ? 

9. Was the attitude of the Jews that of religious fanaticism or wanton cruelty ? 
Give your evidence. 

10. Does true religion in this day suffer from fanaticism ? State instances. 

1 1 . In the work of this month how many allusions did you find to fulfilment 
of Old Testament prophecies. 

12. Is this common in John ? 

13. Describe the impression of Jesus which you receive from this account of 
his arrest, trial, and death. 

14. How does this Gospel differ from the others in the relation of the time 
of Jesus' death to the time of the Passover supper in Jerusalem. 

15. How did this affect the character of the Last Supper as recorded in 
chap. 13? 

16. What is the teaching of this Gospel concerning the resurrection of those 
who die in Christ? 

17. What essential difference does the writer of the Gospel feel between the 
resurrection of Jesus and that of faithful followers of Jesus ? 

18. In the thought of faithful Christians the second coming of Christ was an 
important item. Do you think this evangelist looks for a second coming ? Give 
a reason for your answer. 

19. What event does chap. 21 record, and what relation has this chapter to 
the rest of the Gospel ? 

20. What is the greatest thing which the study of this Gospel has contributed 
to your own religious thought and life ? 

REFERENCE READING 

See preceding studies. 



